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Sincere Intention 


Is No Excuse for Injustice 


Johannesburg (RNS) — Dr. C. 
F. Beyers Naude, director of the 
Christian Institute of Southern Africa, 
has warned his fellow whites that in 
the area of race relations sincerity of 
intention is no excuse for injustice. 
Preaching before about 200 persons at 
St. Mary’s Anglican Cathedral here, 
Dr. Beyers Naude acknowledged that 
many whites have reacted bitterly to 
criticisms of their racial attitudes and 
have asked if there is no word “for 
all the good that was being done” in 
South Africa. The service marked 
the twenty-fifth anniversary of the 
U.N. Declaration on Human Rights. 

The Dutch Reformed clergyman 
declared that “sincerity of intention is 
no excuse for ignorance and no justi- 
fication for oppression, and the rec- 
ognition of the good being done, 
to have any moral value, must come 
from the recipient and not the giver.” 
Commenting on the situation of hu- 
man rights in South Africa, Dr. Beyers 
Naude said that whites “have devised 
and developed over half a century a 
political, economic, educational and 
social system ensuring selfishly and 
effectively the rights and privileges 
of a white minority — through the 
denial of almost all basic human rights 
to the vast majority of people in our 
land. Thank God we have no 
Auschwitz or Buchenwald gas cham- 
bers — but have we not improved and 
implemented many forms of subtle 
and sophisticated oppression which 


are equally objectionable?” 

The clergyman, who is appealing a 
seventy-five-dollar fine for refusing 
to appear before a government com- 
mission investigating anti-apartheid 
groups, contended that “so many of 
our racial laws are in direct conflict 
with the law of God that many Chris- 
tians, if they seriously wish to be 
obedient to God, are forced to be 
disobedient to the state.” He urged 
Christians to prepare themselves 
“spiritually and emotionally” for what 
he described as “the coming crisis,” 
and asserted that “if apostles of love 
such as Cosmas Desmond (a former 
Franciscan priest who has been ban- 
ned) and Manas Buthelezi (a Luther- 
an theologian who has been banned) 
are no longer allowed to be heard in 
their country, then Christ is no longer 
being heard.” 

Dr. Beyers Naude asked, “When 
prophets are being silenced and poets 
utter prophecy unheard and un- 
heeded, what hope is left for peace- 
ful change towards a more just 
society?” In working for truth, justice, 
and love, he concluded, “what matters 
eventually is not whether we be ex- 
pedient but whether we be right; 
not whether we succeed in the eyes 
of man but whether we are obedient 
in the eyes of God; not whether we 
‘ensure’ our racial identity and secur- 
ity, but whether we prepare for the 
victory of the Kingdom of God in 
our land.” 





